The spring State Ohio Horseman’s Council (OHC) General Membership Meeting was held on November 8, 2025, at the Elks Lodge 391, 73 N Third Street, Newark, Ohio. The meeting, hosted by the Northeast Region, was called to order at 10:35 AM by the President, Mary Alice Kuhn. The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

President, Mary Alice Kuhn. Welcome. Had prepared handouts placed on all tables.

Secretary, Catherine Estill read the chapter roll call. 37 of 65 chapters were represented. Attendance of 140 members (reservations taken by hosting Northeast Region).
Catherine had found chapter history documents in the stored OHC history boxes. She distributed those documents back to the chapters at the meeting and to the Regional Reps for those chapters not present. Catherine also distributed a handout of Chapter deadline reminders. Document on file.
Charlene Santee moved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, March 8, 2025, as written and posted on the OHC website. Seconded by Phil Wearsch, motion approved.

Membership, Catherine Estill reported that as of 10/29/2025, there were 2,295 memberships (3,539 members) for 2025. Several more 2025 memberships came in since then. There are 623 memberships to date for 2026. Northwest Region had the largest increase in membership from 2024 to 2025 of 15.6%. Membership report in handout.

Vice President, Nancy Strayer, absent.

Treasurer, Margaret Hite presented 2025 Budget vs Actual income and expense report. $5,440 Special Event Insurance income was more than budgeted. Arden Sims presented the proposed 2026 budget. Brent DeWees moved to approve, Al Sidell seconded, motion approved. Reports in handout.

OHC Foundation, Arden Sims presented the 2025 financial statement. $12,628 donations and $11,942 distributions. Financial statement in handout.

President, Mary Alice Kuhn. “Starting a New Chapter” document has been updated; in handout.

Bylaws Committee, Eric Estill presented the Standing Rules proposed amendments. Bobbi Arters explained the proposed changes to the Trail and Trail Mileage Committees. A deadline date of January 10th for I&E reports was proposed to be added for County Chapters. Eric moved to accept the amendments, Tom Green seconded, motion approved.

State Officer Elections. Mary Alice presented the slate of officers for the next 2-year terms commencing 1/1/2026, and asked for any additional nominations. Eric Estill moved that the nominees be unanimously elected as presented, Penny Passalacqua seconded, motion carried. President: Mary Alice Kuhn, Vice President: Charlene Santee, Secretary: Catherine Estill, Treasurer: Margaret Hite

Awards Committee, Rick Patterson presented a plaque and $50 gift card for Nancy Strayer: “In appreciation of her dedication, leadership abilities, and excellent knowledge, we honor Nancy Strayer as State Vice President 2021 - 2025. Thank you for your service to the Ohio Horseman’s Council.”

President, Mary Alice Kuhn. OTP grant application submitted to ODNR and waiting for disbursement of money.

Awards Committee, Rick Patterson presented Merit Awards in recognition of time and work on behalf of OHC to Catherine Estill (State OHC Secretary and Membership Chair), Margaret Hite (State OHC Treasurer), and Jo Neeley (OHC Foundation Treasurer).

Jr Ambassadors, Jeannie Nicol recognized the Jr Ambassadors in attendance. 14 county chapters and over 59 participants in 2025. January 15 is the deadline to submit activities for points for the previous year. More qualifying activities and awards options are added. Jeannie thanked Terry and Nichole Johnson for their help. The Jr Ambassador kids were invited to the front to say what they have done to earn points.

President, Mary Alice Kuhn. “Looking forward to 2026”, in handout.
· No Mid-Winter meeting in January 2026, more emphasis on Regional meetings in February.
· Equine Affaire booth size will be reduced to 10’ x 20’ for 2026, due to cost and number of volunteers available. Holly Fitzgerald is new Equine Affaire Chair.
· Gibby Award will be presented at the November General Membership meeting instead of at the Gibby Ride in August, and the Gibby Ride will be an OHC State Ride.
· Outlined recruiting goals.
· Kirstie Seeger, new County Lines Editor & Terry Johnson, new OHC Webmaster
Mark Stevens introduced OHC’s oldest member, Jan Dean with Licking County OHC chapter, 94 years old and still rides; an OHC member for 37 years.

LUNCH break, noon to 1 pm

President, Mary Alice Kuhn asked attendees to complete the meeting survey on last page of handout.

2025 OHC grant money recipients’ review, Bobbi Arters. Handout on file. Ohio State Parks Chief Glen Cobbs awarded an additional $10,000 plus $2,500 under the OHC/OSP partnership program.
· Tim Sheppard, Clermont County OHC chapter, reported on the East Fork State Park project that was awarded the $10,000. 2 mile trail, Loop A from the horse camp; 1.2 miles of wet, muddy trail needed Geotech fabric and 350 tons gravel.
· Harold McKeehan, Warren County OHC chapter, reported on the Caesar Creek State Park project that was awarded the $2,500. 2 extensive muddy stretches on Moonlit Vista trail. Re-graded to improve drainage, put down Geotech and gravel.
· Bobbi Arters, Alum Creek State Park horse camp improvements.

Regional Representative reports
· Mark Westlake, Southeast. Chapters re-founded in 2025: Jackson and Noble. Good relationship with Dept of Forestry. Regional meeting, Feb 7, 2026.
· Neil Dicken, Meigs chapter can keep the base camp on the AEP property.
· Al Sidell, Northwest. Congratulated Tim and Lynn Sparks, 2025 Gibby Award recipients. Very successful state ride. Presented Arden Sims with a $1,000 donation to the OHC Foundation from the NW Region 2025 raffle proceeds. Thanked Jo Neeley for her accounting help. Regional meeting, Feb 19, 2026.
· Cindy Barnett, Southwest. Highland chapter re-founded. Cindra Phillips reported on the Sugarcreek trail changes. Regional meeting, Feb 28, 2026.
· Craig Santee, Central. Regional meeting, Feb 14, 2026.
· Penny Passalacqua, Northeast. Regional meeting, Feb 21, 2026.

Door prizes and Big Dee’s raffle prizes awarded. Cake & Pie auction with auctioneer Joe Coalter.
Next General Membership meeting, March 14, 2026, hosted by Southwest Region.
Brent DeWees moved to adjourn meeting at 3:15 pm, Jim Bolon seconded, motion approved.
Submitted by
Catherine Estill, OHC Secretary
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